
GEORGE EDWARD WRIGHT 
Unlawful Flight to Avoid Confinement - Escape (Murder); Air Piracy (Seizing by Force an Aircraft in Air 

Commerce); Aiding and Abetting 

Photograph taken in 2011 Photograph taken in 1962 

DESCRIPTION 
Aliases: George E. Wright, George Wright, Larry Burgess, Larry Darnell Burgess, Reverend L. Burgess, Reverend Burgess, Jack Ragland 

Date(s) of Birth Used: March 29, 1943; October 4, 1950; 
November 11, 1950 Place of Birth: Virginia 

Hair: Black Eyes: Brown 

Height: 5'11" to 6'0" Weight: 160 to 170 pounds 

Sex: Male Race: Black 

Nationality: American Scars and Marks: Wright has scars on his head, left cheek, and near his right 
eye. He also has a burn scar on his upper left forearm. 

NCIC: W244803836 

REMARKS 
Wright is known to be living in Portugal. 

CAUTION 
George Edward Wright is wanted for his involvement in a series of crimes dating back to 1962. 
 
On November 23, 1962, Wright and an accomplice, who was arrested, shot and killed the owner of a gas station in Wall, New Jersey, during the commission of 
a robbery at the business.  On December 13, 1962, Wright was indicted for the murder.  He entered a plea of "no defense", and was sentenced to prison for a 
period of 15 to 30 years.  Then, on August 22, 1970, Wright escaped from the New Jersey State Prison in Leesburg, New Jersey.  The State of New Jersey issued 
an arrest warrant for Wright after he was charged with escape and, on August 26, 1970, a federal arrest warrant was issued for Wright in the United States District 
Court, District of New Jersey, Trenton, New Jersey, after he was charged with unlawful flight to avoid confinement. 
 
On July 31, 1972, Wright, and others who were arrested, hijacked a Delta Airlines jet en route from Detroit, Michigan, to Miami, Florida.  The hijackers used 
handguns and made threats against the passengers on the plane.  At the time, Wright used the name Reverend Larry Burgess, wore the clothing of a cleric, and 
carried a Bible.  He used a gun concealed in the Bible to confront the aircraft's pilot and crew.  After a ransom was delivered to the hijackers, the passengers were 
released in Miami.  The hijackers and the plane's crew then flew to Boston, Massachusetts, refueled, picked up an international navigator, and flew to Algiers. 
The plane and ransom were then returned to the United States Government, while the hijackers remained free. 
 
On September 26, 2011, after more than 40 years as a fugitive, Wright was arrested in Portugal.  He was released from custody in October of 2011, and remains 
in Portugal, where he continues to live.  Wright is the sole hijacker to remain at large. 



SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

If you have any information concerning this person, please contact your local FBI office or the nearest American Embassy or Consulate. 

Field Offices: Miami, Newark 

https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/miami
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/newark
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