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The I nternat ional Associat ion of Chiefs of Police ( I ACP) , Major Cit ies Chiefs 
Associat ion (MCC) , Nat ional Sheriffs' Associat ion (NSA) , and Major County 
Sheriffs' Associat ion (MCSA)  recognize the need to m odernize nat ionwide cr im e 
report ing and related data. 

The Uniform  Crim e Report ing Program  established in 1929, is in need of 
m odernizat ion and in recent  years has been gradually t ransit ioning from  the 
Sum m ary Report ing System  (SRS)  to the Nat ional I ncident  Based Report ing 
System  (NI BRS) . 

Over 6,500 agencies already regular ly report  to NI BRS represent ing 34 
states (16 of which are com plete NI BRS reporters) . 

I t  is recognized that  the current  FBI  UCR Program  does not  collect  data 
that  adequately reflects m odern cr im e and related act ivit ies nor does it  share 
cr im e report ing and related data on a real t im e basis in the m anner of 
t ransparency expected by the nat ion’s law enforcem ent  agencies and cit izens we 
serve. 

The FBI  Nat ional I ncident  Based Report ing System  (NI BRS)  provides 
inform at ion on m ost  cr im inal just ice issues facing law enforcem ent  today:  white 
collar cr im e, weapons offenses, drug/ narcot ics offenses, drug involvem ent  in all 
cr im es, hate cr im es, dom est ic and fam ilial abuse, elder abuse, j uvenile 
cr im e/ gangs, parental abduct ion, organized cr im e, pornography, anim al abuse, 
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dr iving under the influence, and alcohol- related offenses. 

The NI BRS provides specific details on cr im e which includes data about  the 
vict im s, offenders, property, and arrests along with elem ents for each offense. 

The NI BRS im proves the abilit y for law enforcem ent  agencies to bet ter 
address their  const ituencies’ concerns regarding cr im e in their  com m unit ies and 
how to allocate resources m ore effect ively. 

Agencies using the NI BRS will find sim ilar it ies in cr im e fight ing problem s 
across neighboring jur isdict ions, t rack offense t rends to define and develop cr im e 
prevent ion st rategies, provide the status of public safety within jur isdict ions, and 
have data that  provides a bet ter opportunity of studying cr im e and cr im inal 
behavior. 

The NI BRS provides a m ore com prehensive view of cr im e in the United 
States and offers greater flexibilit y in data com pilat ion and analysis. 

Som e funding for the t ransit ion to the NI BRS-only data collect ion has been 
ident ified for states without  NI BRS capabilit y and for 400 sam pled agencies 
ident ified as part  of the Nat ional Crim e Stat ist ics Exchange (NCS-X)  init iat ive, a 
partnership between the Bureau of Just ice Stat ist ics and the FBI . 

We act ively support  the goal of a 5 year planned ret irem ent  of the UCR 
Sum m ary Report ing System  and a planned t ransit ion to a NI BRS-only collect ion 
system , with a three year re-assessm ent  of the progress of the t ransit ion. 

We also support  the efforts of the Crim e I ndicators Working Group (CI WG) , 
working in conjunct ion with the FBI  CJI S Advisory Policy Board (APB) , to 
concurrent ly develop addit ional data to be collected that  will m ore adequately 
reflect  m odern cr im e elem ents and related act ivit ies. 

The I ACP, MCC, NSA, and MCSA, represent ing the leadership of the nat ion's 
law enforcem ent  com m unity, st rongly believe that  these issues are cr it ical to the 
success of m odern law enforcem ent  and look forward to working with the FBI , BJS, 
and others to reach these goals. 


